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 Direftion in the great bu- 
fineſs you are about to un- 
{ dertake #4 very juſt, and well 
l grounded LS wiſh I had ae much 
1 reaſon to commend your \judgment 
1 in the choiſe of a Direftor. There 
I # nothing of greater moment than 
| the work of a Preacher; and the 
7 due performance "1s proportionavly” 
difficult : And yet there 1s ſcarce 
any. thing on which men run more 
1 raſhly, and more eaſily perſuade - 
| themſelves they can judge of-; Hence 
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2 An ESSAY 


it ts that ngt ouly the Perſons, who |. 
are defien'd for that Offiee, in their, | . 
Young and unripe years, but even © 
the vulgar of all ſorts, undertake to 
be Take here : by reaſon of which 
immodeſty, the former ſo oft miſcarry 
when they addreſs themſelves to the : 
the benefit of Sermons, in the vanity ' 
of their ignorant and bold cenſures. © 
Of this I perceive by your Letter yow | 


have a juſt ſenſe, and therefore for | 
your ſatufattion, T have drawn to- | 
gether my thoughts, aud- obſervati- EE 


ons, which I have ſet down famili- * | 
arly, and plainly in the followings 
_ papers. _ I defign'd no elaborate Diſ- ____ 
courſe, nor Colle ions out of Books; © 

| but give you the reſults of my pri- 
vate conſiderations. Some learned | 
men, 1 know, have written on the | 


ſubjeft 


concerning m——_ 3 


* ſubjet (the not ſo many as one 
would think ſhould on an Argument 
1 of ſuch importance ) But I purpoſely 
| kept my ſelf from reading any others, 

that T might freely, without bias , £ive 
You mine own apprehenſtons ; which, 

as Tinterpret, was your deſir e tome. 


tranſcribed, T have looked over two 
: or thyee of the chief of thoſe Diſ- 
T courſes ; . and am exceedingly incou- 
raged by finding, that my concepti- 
ons, as to the main, are not only con- 
ſiPtent, but very agreeable with 
theirs, T could have exemplified all 
the ways of bad Preaching 1 have 
_Ccaution'd againſt, in many, "who have 

Jet been applauded for their follies ; 
but T defign not to refleft upon per- 
ſons , ti ſufficient that T mark the 
Errors of Pratlice. 
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trariety of mens judge- 
ments and opinions, is long 
ſince grown into a common 
ſaying, and become matcer. ,of 
every ones obſeryation : But 


__.. among all the ſubjects of-vari- -4- 


- ous thoughts, there is ſcarce & 


oreater diverlty,, than in che 
Judgrients men make of Preach. 
mg ; of which, beſides the va- 
riety of Phancies, and the ſe- 
veral degrees of underſtanding, 
this is a principal caule, viz, 
That men judge of Sermons by 
very different meaſures ; and every 


one expedts. that the Preacher | 


{ſhould conform to his particu- 


lar Rule of Judging, - Some 


would have them to be polite, 
_ and 
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_ concerning Pitathing, 5 _ 
and ingenious Diſcourſes, to gra- 
tify and entertain the Audience : 


1o that if the words be not cho- 


ſen, and the periods even, and 
che matter witty, and diverting, 
the Sermonis condemn'd for a 
Hat, and dull Homily, and 


4 whichis harder yer, if-irdonor > 


chance to hit on that ſort of wit, 
and eloquence, with which the 
Hearer is taken , it ſhall under- 
go the Cenſure, thongh ic be, in 


another way, very eloquent, 


and ingenious. Bur then, Styles 
and fineſayings, are of little ac- 
count with another fort of 


Judges; They ſtill expe&trobe _____ 


raught ſome new thing that they 


never heard before ; They are 


for notions, and learned obſer- 
vations; apd where thele are 
Xx Wanting, 


=== 
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wanting, every thing elſe is dry, 


_ and unceliſhing : A third would 


have Quotations, and Sentences 
out of Fathers and Philolo- 
phers; ſo that the Sermon is no- 
thing worth, in their judgment, 
that 1s not flV'd with names of 


—Authors ;- -and -abundance. RT 


Greek and Latin : Others again 


2re by no means for the citati- 


ons of theſe kinds, but delight in 


numerous Texts of Scripture 
( Chapter, and Verſe.) quored 
roundly, and fluently, upon 
every occaſion, or without any, 


_ 1n ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon : Such 
__a Preacher proves all he- faith, _ 


( though there be not one word 


alledg'd to. purpole ) He ſhall 


havertheir company, and is the 


_enly man that deſerves the ho- 


concerning Pzeaching,, 7 


nour. of their applauſes : Sonie 


- arefor the taking phraſes, and 


paſſionate out-cryes ; for loud- 
neſs and vehemence, for action 
and imitation, and this, with 
them, is powerful Preaching, and 
theſe the pretious men : where- 


3-as others will {carce allow of 


any thing that pretends to move 
a paſhon , The Preacher mult 
ſpeak in one key, and renour of 
voice, and ſtand as unmoye- 
able as a Statue : He muſt ſpeak 


as if he ſaid a Leſſon, and his 


Sermons were an cxeicile to be 


repeated before his Maſters. FL 
{ could recite many. more inftan- if 
ces of the different meaſures by 


which men judge in this mat- 


ter; Bug thele are cnough tor 
my preſent purpoſe. hd 


Now 
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| Now while the Rules of 


judging are 19 numerous; and ®- 


{o oppolite, the opinions'of Ser- 


 mons. muſt needs :be equally 


diflerent-: and there would be 
no great hurtin this diverſity, if 
men would be modeſt in their 


2 


| -Cenfures ; if they would-not ©} 
Ge, and vilifie not only the 


rlons, whoſe way they do not 
like, but even the Doctrines, 
and Rules of life that are not 
deliver'd after their peculiar 
faſhion : But ſince theſe are too 
commonly the effects of it, this 
variety is a urn, 471cwnh 
Eparati-. 


. - O 
cdification, and the progreſs of 
MyoKR_K_—_——.. 
So that it would | be Fe 


z concerning P2eacthing, 9 
3 licity, not only, to the Clergy, 


; 7 - but EVen rothe-Peqple, that are 


{ co be inſtructed bythem; © were 
{ men brought to. judge by. one, 
7 and the right 'mealure: For 
$ then the Preachers wonld not 
7} have the. temptation of com. | 
= | 1615, adbew kin phanciesof their © © 

1 hearers; Nor theſe the occaſi- 
on of quarrelling their - Teach- 
ers, and vilitying their doctrine, 
becauſe it 1s not drels'd up ac- 
cording to their capricious hu- 
mors, and uncertain imagina- 
tions. 
5 Now the Rule whereby the 
1 people are to judge, ought alfo 
1 to bethe meaſure by which the 
{ Divine ſhould preach; and the 
1 meaſure no doubt ought to be 
taken from the End : This. one 
; 
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thing conſidered, would reduce * 
the Rules of preaching toa nar- |} 
rower . compats : - and -if men | 
would: but ask themſelves the 
queſtion, What i the End of Ser- 
mons ; they would eaſily ſee the 


_ folly and extravagance of many 


-oftheir meafures,————- 


The End of preaching muſt 
be acknowledg'd to be the In- * 
ſtrufion of the hearers in Faith . 
and. Good Life, in order to the 
Glory of God, and their pre- 
fent, and future happineſs, and 


: this ought to be the Rule and 


O 


Meaſure of Preaching, and-the -/ 


exerciſe judg'd by this. When }]_ 


it 1s on th for the promoting 
thele ends, it is good Preach- 
ing. when it is not ſo aim'd, 
though the Diſcourſe be neyer 
L L MG LOGOS TE 


3 Go elaborate, witty, eloquent, 
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_ concerning P2aeaching, 1 x 


2+ or Learned, it is not Preaching 
1 It may have its proper commen- 
{ dation as a Speech, but ought 
] nottobe reckon'd as a good Ser- 
mon. Y 


_—— 


{ Having thus briefly ſetled the | 
— vcenerat-meature,-F ſhalt give 
1 you the main Rules of Preach- | 
m2 : and then point out the moſt 
notorious faults of Sermons, that 
are tranſgreſſions of them: ' I 
ſhall deſcribe allo what I take to 
be the fit and decent ctrcum- 
ſtances: and by what induſtries 
4 the faculty may be obtain'd. | _. 
J -1 ſhall handle the Rules of 
1 Preaching under theſe four 


Heads. Ir ought to be plaitt, 
2actical, methodical, at- 


1. Plaineſs, 
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| 1.. The Preacher ſhould uſe ? 
- | plain words : {ſo the end; Edrficati- * 

on, requires He that. affects - 
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.. fv crof great latitude, and 
ſtands in oppoſition, Firlt to hard 
words, Secondly, to deep and 


myſterious notions. Thirdly, to af- 


 feBed Rhetorications, and Fourth- 


Lainenſs is a Charat= Þ 


Pg 
= 


hard ones, ſpeaks in an un- 
known' tongue, and is a Barb. 
rian to his Auditors ; they hear 
the ſound, but are not edified : 


of all the vanities of Speech, ' 
there is none more contempti- J 


- 

- 
Y 
wo” 


_—_—_ among the wile; not 
on 


.only in preaching, but in all 
matters of ſolemn diſcourle, and. 
CNT: ordinary 


ble than-this : and none is more ! 
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concerning JNeaching. 13. 
1 ordifary/ conyerfation. ' It is 
3. commonly the Error of the 
{ Youth ;- and may. be pardon'd 
7 to tuch, in: Moral, and Philo- 
1 ſophical ſubjects; but in Men, 
1 fcrapart to; inftruct the: people 
3 inthiog of ſpiritual, andeternal 


1 dured, If you here ask me, 
f Pha Tmean by bard words? will 
I preſume that you cannot think 

1 Lintend to condemn all that arc 

borrow'd from the Greek, Latin, 

or other more modern langua- 

1 ges: No, the Engliſh is a mixc 
1 ſpeech, made up of. divers 
1 tongues, and. we-cannot-ſpeak 
| without ulmmg forreign words : 
1 So: that thoſe that talk. of pure 
1 Engliſh, if they mean wmixt, by 
t, dream of Chimzra*s : our 

Language 


Cs en he 


| if Language hath in all Ages been J 
'f inlarging. by the Introduction of J. 
| borrow'd words, which when | 
[| they are once brought into com- |} 


|] mon uſe; they may'be'ſpoken 
(1 without blame of ' affe&arion : 
yea there is ſometimes vaaity, 


and affectation in "avoiding 
them : You know a great in- 

ſtance of this in a late-Wiriter, | 

who-to ſhun the Latiniſms of J+' 

mmenſity, eternity, penetr ability, | 
&c.. uſerh thele, all-placeneſs, all- 
timeneſs,  thorow-fareneſs, and a- 
| bundance ſuch like. This En- 
li -gliſhis far more unintelligible, 
[| than- that Latin, which cuſtom 
| of ſpeech - hath made eafie, and 
[| familiar. Irthercfore blame nor 
| | all forreign words, provided 
id | common uſage hath made-them 
I |} free 


concerning P2eaching. 1 5 
1 free of oyr language: and when 
4 we have no, native ones thatdo 
7} as well expreſs what we would 
ſay : but to affect outlandiſh 
words that have not yet re- 
ceiv'd the publick ſtamp, and 


1 eſpecially ro do it, when the 


the thing as well; Theſe are 
the hard words I condemn, and 
this is a vanity I think extream- 
ly reprehenſible in a Preacher. 
Beſides which, I note by way 
of further limitation, and for 
more clearneſs, that I blame not 
all words that are not under- 
ſtood by the meer vulgar : every 
Art, every Profeſſion, . every 
_ Subject hath proper terms, 
1 which are of hard, and harſh 
foundto thoſe that underſtand 
not 


| bur are cafie, and” familiar-ro- 


_ things, as particularly. in the 
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not thoſe :marters_reſpeRively ; 


fuch as know them. And in | 
Divinity:there are frequent oc- 

caſions' of nſing reaſons, and 
illuſtrations taken from the | 
Philoſophy, and nature of I 


+2 25D B 0 


diſcourſes concerning the Being, 
and Attributes of Ged, the Inmor- | 
tdlity of the Soul, and a futurt | 
lite, about Enthuſiaſm, and Fa, 

natical prevericts to "the Spirit © 
Thele, :and divets other main 
fubje&ts of Religion, that are 
fit, and neceſſary to be ſpoken 


\ 


Fd 


heaters of mote advanced un- | 
derſtandings, cannot be treated - I 
of without uling words which | 

the meer common ſort cannot 
On nds compre» 


concerning Peachmg, 17 © 
comprehend : and yet as long 
as theyare ſuch; as are known; 
Þ. and: frequently uſed, 4in- thoſe 
ſubjets, *rwere hnmour and 
S ionorance to interdidt them: 
3ut then, I would caution here, 
that the Preacher ſhould © not 
1 employ more terms of- artthani 
void them, when they arc not 
 neceflary ; that is, when more 
&- generally - known expreſſions 
$ will explain the thing as well. 
And this further I would adviſe, 
that you-deal not mach on ſuch 
x3 arguments among common 
J hearers: Theſe are ftrong meat; 
_J babes muſt have milk, and fim- 
 pler dier. 
8 Tothis head of hard words, 
$ 1 miy refer another vaniry, 


which” 
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h is an affe&ted uſe of ſcraps 


which-isa 

of Greek and Latin, things of no 
Service to the vulgar, by whom 
they are not ET 642 Þ and 
by the wiſe they are now ge- 
nerally deſpiſed. 1 nt. I 


need not caution you, in more 


words, againſt this antiquated $ 


$ ”. 


every where, except in ſome re- 


- mote, and dark corners, where 


mean ſpirits ſeck the admirari.  # 
on ofthe ignorant, by ſuch low, .1 
and little devices. Indeed in 
ſolemn aſlemblics of knowing 
and learn'd men, the Authority 
of the ancients may. properly be 
cited intheir own words, when 
they ſerve to confirm or illu- 
ſtrate ſome doubted truth ; buc 
to do it frequently in rms | 


\ 


J and vulgar-matters, among 
® ordinary hearers, is affected 
7 folly, that ſignifieth: nothing, 
F but the weakneſs, and vanity of 
J himthacdothir. ET, 
{ © 2. Preaching ſhould We plan, ) 


| in oppoſition to deep and my-/ 


7 fterious notions : ,We ſhould 


+ nottrouble our pulpi \ 
* potheſes of Plulolophy or the 

2 heights of ſpeculative Theolo- 
7. gy. Thegenerality afe not ca- 

4 pableof much Theory: choſe are 
$ matters fit for the ſchools of. 
7 learning, and the thoughts of 
{ deep, conſidering men. Much 
miſchief is faln on Religion by 
reaſon of the tranſgrefſfion of 
this Rule : myſterious, notional 
preaching hath put many con- 
ceited people upon medling 
| ———— 


Tine kn 


y 
Mt 
Mm «p 
.* 
e 


$301 
% 
p, 
7 ; /s 
3 7 Fa ; 
: þ 6 
; — - 
ot ” My jr 
4 . 
{ 
4 
4 


NT —— — 


n—_—_ 9 


| with what they can never well } 
If] underſtand, and-fo hath fill'd | 
li chem with air, and, vanity, and. þ 
cal, and troubleſome; difobe. } 
(ice ro their 'Governours, and 
contempruons to their betters. | 
OWL in 3: PAokl 

l puffcth up 3 d is an inftrument } 


- 3, Phainnesniay be oppofed 
to affe&ted Rhetorick, and m ! 
; this ſenſe roo, Preaching ſhould 1 
;be plain : Not m the mticing 
ll . Words of mans wiſiome, or excellency } 
Mill of ſpeech (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) | 
[| viz. not like the. Orators, and | 
 Rhetoricians of thole cimes,. | 
_ who coveted theglory of being ? 


Mill | - accounted |} 


- concerning Paeaching, 23 
1 accounted eloquent; and when 
& they were praiſed, they had 
Fcheir reward : but our ends are 
I far greater, and nobler, and lo 
J we ſhould ſpeak not as pleaſing 
# men, but God, with that leri- 
4 ouſnels and gravity as becomes 
Tibor har detgn i 

$ in che matters thar relate to the 
glory of God, and their own 
b Hare. and future well-being : 


I for which purpoles a manly un- 
Raftectednels, and fhimplicity of 
FI ſpeech is moſt proper. There” 
Fis a baſtard kind of eloquence 
Ithat 1s crept into th2 Pulpit, 
which conſiſts in affetations 
Jot wit and finery, flouriſh- 
' Fes, metaphors, and caden- 
"Feies : This may be pardon'd to_ 
-Jyoung men, -1n their firſt Eſſays * 


34 Ta ESSAT: ; 
_ of Preaching, but 1s by no means Þ ,; 
to be uſed by an exerciſed and } ;. 
conſtant Preacher : for the meer ' Þ ;; 
common ſort heed not thoſe Þ ;| 


thoſe, they have uſually no Þ 

other effect but chat they enter- | pl 
rain and tickle their phancies Al t, 
for the preſent, without making Þ {6 
any . impreſſion upon their ſp 
minds, or affections : And this Þ 


isa very low End for a Miniſter Þ (q 
_ of God, who is to beſeech men in | or 
Chriſt's. ftead. If we would ac- Þ 


quit our ſelves as ſuch, we mult Þ +, 

not debaſe_our great, and im- } ar 

portant meſſige by thole vani- Þ 4; 
ties | 


- 
p_— 


concerning P2eathing. 2 5 
| ries of conccited ſpeech-plainneſs 
} is for ever the beſt eloquence . 


yp—_—_ 2 


1 and "is the moſt forcible : 0 
J chat our ſtudy ſhould be'to re- 
2 preſent what we have to deliver 
7 in proper, and eaſie expreſlions ; 
x neglecting and deſpiling "7 | 
4 ſtarchedneſs of fer, and afteted 
1 ſpeaking. 
3 4. Plainneſs of preaching im- 
2 plics alſo the avoiding of phan- 

I taſtical phraſes. There are 

4 ſome that place the power, and 

I ſpiricualiry of Preaching © in 
I thele; and reckon that there is 

7 ſomerhing of extraordinary 
I grace, and force in them : {o 

{ thar if a man repreſents the” 
J cruths of the Goſpel in ſimpliciry 

J and plainnefs, thar ſhail go for 

q dull moralicy ; bat the {ame 
B. CNS 
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26 An ESSAY 
things ſet off by conceited, 


taſhionable phraſes ſhall be 


moſt rare, and ſpiritual Divi- F 
nity. Thus if you teach men # 
to belicye Cbriſt's DoEtrines, to Þ? 
obey his Laws, to truſt to his # 
promiſes, and to conform: to Þ 
_ his Example; theſe ſhall - be } 
counted dull, dry, and unedi- 1 
tying things, that no-ways af- 
fc&t, or move : but if you tell A. 
the people, that they mult roll Þ 
' upon Chriſt, cloſe with Chrift, * 
get into Chriſt, get a ſaving in- I 
tereſt in the Lord Chriſt : Othis 
1S [avoury, this precious, this 1s 3 
ſpiritual reaching indeed ; } 
whereas it any thing! more be 
meant by thoſe phraſes, than} 
what the other a expreſtionsY 


intend, 1t is eit 


It 
er falſhood, or: 


1 1 
| NON- 3 
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*non- ſenſe. If thercfore you 
would be a taking popular 
APreacher, here is your way : but 
| Jif you would ( as I hope you 
z Idelign) be a ſolid and honeſt 
* Fone, you mult avoid ſuch odd, 
> Fand poliſh affectations. Por 


Jby the- uſe, and- delight-4 1n-fuch——— 


-x I:gnoranc people are blown up 
Jato an apprehenſion of their 
gextraordinary knowledge, and 
Kcquainrednels with the my(t=- 
» Fies of the Goſpel, when as in- 
- Hced they know nothing . and 
s Fwhen they hear ſuch phraſes, 
IS They are pleaſed with their 
; Jound, but have no meaning or 
C4 nowledoe of any thing con. 
1 p< 'd by them, and though this 
Þe vulgarly Azcenacd plain | 
{preaching} yet in truth it is 


_ the 


ee Cres | 
the moſt difficult; and for the * 


moſt part neither teachers, nor © 
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kearers underſtand it. 


Thus I havedeſcribed to you p 
the firft Rule, and Character of 
Preaching, it ſhould be Plain. ' 


2. PT ſhould be Paactical. 

'The main buſt 
ligion 15 a,good and holy lite, } 
and our main deſign ſhould be 3 
ro promote that; This 1s tobe JI 
| Es by Pious Dottrmes, } 
' Praflicable Direftions, and Forcible F 


Motrives. 


1. Doftrines and Praftice are } 


neſs of Re- 


K_ Hy. > a kind o ON 


YEE | a ; ; 


not oppoſite but ſubordinate. } 


Action requires ſome know- } 
ledge ; the Soul without it 1s not $ 
Jo00d. The foundation for good } 


O 


like mult be laidin thoſe prin- | 
EH: ciples | 


i concerniyg Paeaching, 29 
ciples, that promote, direct and 
; incourage it, which the people 


£2 
= 


L 


. 


& mult be frequently and plainly 
| 7 taught: The Doctrines that are 
| 7 ſpeculative and nice ſhould be 
| Ictalone ; but thoſe that guide, 

3 and incourage us in virtue and 
goodnels, muſt be often ex- 


3 Preacher ſhowild ob - - 4 aucll 101 
} lubjects, as are ,moſlt {utablec to 
3 the Exigencies of-che Age; and 
7 Place in which he lives. Now 
7 the Doctrines I think moſt ſea- 
7 fonable and proper for this, are 
3 ſuchas theſe ; ( :.e.) Explicati- 


3 ons and vindications of the Attri- _ 


7 butes of God, eſpecially of his 
| Goodneſs, For nothing ſo much 
governs mens thoughts, and 
practices in Religion, as _ the _ 

B 4 CONCep- _ 


KEE Fn 


30 "i ESSAY 


conceptions they have of, the I 
Divine Nature and Attributes : 
If they look on God as a rigid, 1 
ſevere Being, that acts altoge- 


ther by meer power and ar- 


bierary will, cheir Religion 


likely, will conſiſt in forced, 1 


| keartle& obſervances, which # 


© 26, oroperly Superſtition ; but. 
IIT | - | 


ey CONcervwilien as infinite- 
ly kind and gracious, acting by 
the principle, and for the ends 
of benignity, and goodneſs, this 
produceth” holy love, and de- 


light in God, which begets the *? 


moſt ſincere, and kindly de- 


votion.. Therefcre "ris very fit 1 


and neceſſary for us to endea- 
vour to implant right concepti- 


P__— — — IR 


e minds of 


: noo ba - 


ons of God, int 


men, and to deliver them from 2 


' thole 


We, - 
—— 
__ 
ez 
a 


vp 
- $2 
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thoſe Doctrines that have milre- 


q ported him in the world, to the 


$ Eclipſe of his Glory, and the 
Foreat. prejudice - of _ Souls. 
1(2.) Is very proper and ſea- 
2 ſonable for the Age to repreſeat 


Jthe Reaſonableneſs of Revigion 


FT both inthe principles and 


| of it - That men may know 


| upon what grounds they [tand, 
; and not hold their faith by mcer 
1 cuſtome, and the tradition of 


{ their Fathers : That they may: 


J be able LO g1VC al account of it 


1 tothoſe that ask them : that they 


23 may be-the_berter faſtned init, 


1 and not be blown up and down 
j by every. wind of doctrine 
5 Thatthey may be inablcd co de- 


2 fend their Faith againſt gain- 


{ ayers, and to ſecure themſelves 


B5 +trom 


HE 
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from the 
tions of 


educing; ſpirits. (3. ) 


The_ neceſſity of an holy fe. is a } 
moſt proper ſubjet for all } 
times, and particulasly for theſe, 3 
in which the Antinomians, and 
Solthdians on the one ſide, and } 
-the Romaniſts on the other, - 


have prevail'd ſo far as to have 


it eſteem'd in a manner needleſs, 4 
For the firſt place all the intereſt 


| qgonrng and tempta- | 


” 


of Religion inan empty, notio- } 
nal Faith, preſcinding from | 


good works, and real inward | 
righteouſnels : and the others 
have tuch falvo's and grounds | 


of fecurity for evil men by 


means of Indulgences, Penan- 
i it | ces, Purgatory, and-the like, that : 
Wi; = [the abſolute neceflity of thorow 2 
{||| __ _ | Repcntance, and Reformation I 


—  -.}} _ at + 


; { 
Z '$) : 


J 


| 
| 


concerning P2eaching. 3 2 
* of life is much weakned, ifnor 
\/ quire taken away by them. So 
Ichar 'tis extreamly needful for 
Jus to endeavour to ſecure our 
Jpeople againſt the dangerous 
Zerrors of both ſorts : and to fix 
3chem upon the neceſlity of living 


"I well, -in-order to-the-obrain-———- 


Jing the favour of God, and the 
. 3 Salvation of their Souls : for if 


y any thing elle will render them 
I acceptedot him, and make theirs 


| condition fafe in the other 
2 world, all our exhortations to 


I holineſs, and good life, will be 
I colittle purpole. (4.) Catbolick, 
1 Univerſal Charity is a Doctrine 
exceedingly fit for theſe times, 
{ in which diviſions, and mutual 
; animoſities have produced ſo 


; many faral, and deplorable 


eflects 


- EE eats 
© % + b: 


_ ter ee Ls as 
F 
=. 
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effects. Peace and Love, ſhould 
be ſome of the objects of our « 


chief caxe, ſtudy, and indea- 3 


vours, knowing that no Reli- 


C10n can thrive without them ; 
we ſhould ſeek the peaceable 7 
principles,and walk in the chari- 7 | 
- table ways;teaching and prefling 7 


both upon our people, in the full } 


latirude, and extent of them-: } 1 


And though the doing this will $ 
dilpleaſe, and provoke the | 
Bigots, and Boutefeu's of all } 
{1des, yet we muſt go on, arm'd | 
with the courage, and patience Þ 
of the Goſpel, and tell dividers } 
their duty, and their ſins, whe- 7} 
ther they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear.: and: be in- 4 


fant in preaching of peace, and ? 


love, though we are torn in 


Pieces | 


© concerning Preaching. 35 
! pieces for it, Ido bur juſt hint 
« thele things; and 'tis not po: 
I per to. do more in this place. 
1 They are PO heads fit to 
1 be made ſome of the chief hin- 
; ges of your diſcourſes, and 
7 tcope of your endeayours. 


-2:” Your Doctrines mult-be-— —- 


J attended with Rules of Life : for 
F if you teach nothing but doCtri- 
4 nal matters, though they are- 
1 neverſoimportant, all will end 
} innotion, and ſpeculation ; The 
7 directing men to the knowledge 
7 of their duties, and the way to 
perform them, as they onght, is 
one of the greateſt parts of our 
work. In doing which, you 
# muſtrake care, thatyou make 
7] not more fins, and duties than © 
| God hath made: that you preſs 
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36 A ESSAY. 
them not. upon things that have 7? 
no warrant from Scripture, 


Reaſon, the injunction, of our ? 


eriors, or practice of the F 


firlt Chriſtians: That you re. Þ 


_ nor {mall martrters with b 
the ſame zeal, and concern. } 


and moſt indiſpenſible virtues : } 
That you urge not men to unat- |} 
tainable 34-0 or things be- 
yond the f1ze of humane na- } 
ture, in. this low condition : 
bur preach che main, known, 
acknowledy'd duties ; and ſuch, 


as are: {uired ro the plain pre- 1 
cepts of the Goſpel, and the ? 


condition, and poſlibilities of ? 


__lhumanlife. ro the performance 


the few, proper practicable .4 


Rules ; 


. 
£3 
lr. Wh 
; 

og 
"26 
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ues; not confounding your 


& hearers by multitudes, which do 
but puzzle, and diſcourage; 
Ibut adviſe ſuch as are moſt fr, 
Jand moſt dire, . ſuch, as are 
{not only to be talked of, bnr 
{may be practiſed, and brought 
Þ into ation.” And theſe duties, © 
: } and theſe Rules you ſhould en- 
I force. 

Y - 3. By the moſt _—_—_ -1m10- 
1 tives, taken from the realonable- 
: ] neſs, and: neceſſity of them : 
1 from hope and fear, the conſi- 
] derations of the preſent world, 
1] and of the nex:: convincing 


mens underſtandings that their 


1 intereſt 15in their duty , and by 
# this way. cndeavouring to, in- 


fAuence their reſolutions, and 
their practice, fuch is the pra 
LID E, - 
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cal preaching I adviſe. The JI 


_ nextgeneral Rule is, 


3 Reaching ſhould be Me- } 
odical. Method is ! 


—— — - 


part gives light to another ; 


| Whereas the mind is loſt in con- & 
tuſions. And how helpful Me- 4 
- thod 15 tothe memory, is obvi- 
ous to every one to conceive. | 
Now for the adviſing the par- | 


_ticular method, Emul lay, that- 3 : 
no one is always beſt, but it muſt 4 
be yaried as the ſubject-is.: For Þ, 
general Rules you may govern. | 


your ſelf by thele. 


— 


r.You | 
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1. You ſhould take care your 
tmethed be natural, not ſtrain'd 
$:nd forced, bur ſuch as the mar- 
| er, and the capacities, and 

Fvancs of the auditors, require, 
Land lead you to. 2. Ir ſhould 
Þe obvious, and plainly laid 


| Hown: 7 If the method. be dark. 


ind hidden, it loſeth its end, 
L..4 neither helps the doe 
Manding, nor the memory. 

hat Jn lay here, that it 
Yhould be Cryprick to ſurpriſe 
Fhe Auditors, ſeems to me very 
: ain, and weak ; for our buſt- 


Fels is not to ſurpriſe, bur-to 1m _Þ 


Eruct ; not"to take the phancy- 
Fvich the i Fa ER Ss, and 
Firangeneſs of what we ſay ; bur 
Fo inlightenthe mind, and to in- 
Fe. and incourage the pra- 
3- Etice, 


49 AM ESSAY 1 
tice, by. the clearneſs, and! 
ſuitableneſs of our preaching , 
and for this I am ſure, an open,; 
and known Method is beſt ; for! 
when tis ſuch, the hearers know | 
where we are, and their 
thoughts can go along with us, | 
whereas in the other way, they] 
| Joleus quickly, and our words} 
dye in their ears without effect, 
or laſting impreſſion. 3. I ad-} 
viſe that it abound not with too} 
many particulars; the main} 
things to be (aid may be reduced} 
to a {mall number of heads, 1 


which being thorowly | ſpoken} 


| to,” will ſignifie-_mere than a} 


multitude {lightly rouch'd. And 7 
when the matter is ſpun out into | 
many particulars, uſually they 1 
are coincident, being only dit- 3 

my ferent 3 


ncernng Peeaching, 41 
Yferent words for the ſame thing, 
g,Fand ſo they diſcover the little - 
n,Fjudgment of the ſpeaker, and 
orYconfound che memories of the 
WF hearers. Theſe Rules I think 
1rFyou may do well to obſerve. 
S; JBur I ſhall be a liccle more par- | 
Y 4 cicular; and conſider in me-| _ 
ds thod. - Firſt, The choice of the 
t, Text... Secondly, "The Preface. 
d-2 Thirdly, The Body. of the Ser- 
0F mon. And Fourthly, the A4ppli-| 
ny cation. 
df x. In chooſing your Text you 
S,T ſhould take care chat you dilco- 
ny ver not any conceitednels, or 
rÞ tighenels of phancy; formbaris- — 
dJ one way of . wo the Word of 
OF God; which ſhould never be 
Y Þ plaid, or trifled with; bur 
i 7 always mention'd with feriouſ- 
m— nels, 


c0 


rl 
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neſs, and gravity, eſpecially 
upon all occaſions of ſolemn 
diſcourſe from it, 2. You ſhould 
avoidthe ordinary choiſe of ab- } 
firule,” diffcule, and myſterious | 
Scriptures, which ſome affect | 
on purpoſe to oftentate their F' 
$kill and -learning,- and more 
than ' ordinary ſpiritualiry of | 
knowledge. There'ts no ſub- Y 
ject fit for a Sermon, butthere | 
 areplain places char will afford 
occaſion to treat of it: and the | 
conſequence © from thence is | 
moſt eafie and ' moſt forcible. | 
3. For the ſame reaſon you | 
ſhould” nor affect very barren } 
Texts : There isalfo vanity in } 
this, for men think by ſodoing, } 
..t0 raiſe the reputation of their F 
wit, and invention, in finding_} 
out * 


concerning Pzeaching. 43 ED 


jout profitable matter, in ſuch 
places, as ſeem'dto have little or 
nothing in them : when as to 
Athe wile they ſhew nothing bur 
Fcheir conceitedneſs, and aftecta- 
Ftion, and put a force upon the 
Ewonrds, - extorting that from 


Ftended ; which alſo is a kind of 
tooling with, and abuſe of 
Y Scripture. = 

1 2. For the Preface of your 
. & Sermon, Firſt, The Introducti- 
D 


J on ſhould not be remote, or far 
ferchr, but ſuch as ſhews the ne- 
4 cellity, or ſealonableneſs of the 
; | fabject you have choſen; or | 
; F fomchingehar leadsto the under- 

I ſtanding of ir. 2 . The ſcope,occa - 
F- a coherence of the words 
q ſhould be laid-down plainly 


and 


| 
. 
; 
) 


Fchem, which they _never_in-___..__; 


, Wee: 


___ The . explication - ſhould ' be% 


* 
" _—_ T 
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and in few words : long cohe-\ 
rences from Chapter to Chap. 

ter, and Verle'to Verſe, are molt 
commonly arbitrary, and made} 
by him that finds them; and} 
always tedious, and of little ad-F 
vantageto the hearers. Thirdly 


= | 
3 "8 
#7 
* £ 


© DN 
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ſhorr, giving the ſence withour 
phraſes, and terms of Art : nixe F 
and elaborate criticiſms, 'and F! 
expolitions-are for the moſt] 
part unprofitable; and they 
' are lot upon common Au-} 
dirors. More vain are the re-} 
citals of the different opinions of } 


I 
| 
| 
| 


lf -Expoſitors; and Commencarors | 


among ſuch, and when they} 
hear that. learned men. are of {0} 
many, and of {uch diſagreeing } 


judgments about the ſenſe 01 


os, C E: % 
C 3 
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&very Scripture, they are apt to 
Tonclude, either that learning is 

Bain, or what is worſe, that Re- 
de Yigion is uncertain. So. that the 
1d Fepreſentation of ſuch diverſity 
Kends to the diſſettlement of the 
Fpeople, and it begers in ſome a 


aching of the Bible, which com. 
re Jmonly ends in Scepticiſm, or 
1d YPopery. Beſides which, you 
ft Jmay conſider whether it hath 
y Jnr the appearance of ſome in- 
u- Flolence and vanity in the 
e Preacher, to tell the people that 
of F ſuch and ſuch great, and cele- 


ve Keſpair of underitanding any. _ _ 


rs Ibrated men underſtood the 7 


y I words in this ſenſe, and in thar ; 
(oF and then to add, But my opinion 1s 
1 thus; which muſt ſtand as the 
o: I decitive- judgment, - 


3. The 


= EE 


NE AIETE 
- 3- The mam Diſcourſeyou may} 
handle either by dividing thei 


idin 

Text into its ban 7d 
or by reſolving them into one} 
or more main propoſitions. In} 
| the firſt, you mult take care! 


that your diviſions be_not nu.) 


membring that Diviſtonum minu- 
tits rerum franguntur pondera:of all! 
the vanities in Preaching there} 
is none leſs accountable thanj} 
this, of dividing Texts into in- 
diviſtblcs;and mincing them intof 
{1ngle words, which makes them 
ſignifie nothing : This is a rick} 
——þby which-men wander whither! 
they will, forſake the ſenſe of} 
their texts, and run uſually into} 
contemptible impertinencies ;} 
and childiſhnels of trifling, i-4 


ST viſions] 


A concerning Pyeaching, 47 


Q viſions: alſo: that are very curi- 
ous, and (cholaſtical are to be 
7 Kavoided, as things not intended 
Aby the inſpired writers, ( who 


poke with plainneſs, and ſim- 


Jplicity; ) nor any ways promo- 
Fring the edification of the hear- 
.Fers. But 


ner! 
of! 
nto} 
es ;| 
121-8 
ons] 


: 


undertake 
ould be tew ; one ordinarily 
—_ is 
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is enough, two or three ſome- | 
times may be allow'd ; but} 
more {ſcarce to be indured, in a | 
{iingle Sermon, wherein time | 
will hot give leave to do ” £ 


tolerable right to them. "Third- 


ly, the next thing to be done is} 
ro ſtate che notion of the? 
truth, or duty you ſpeak of. 
This is exceeding neccflary in} 
order to the forming clear, and} 
diſtinct conceptions in the! 
minds of the heaters; for fo} 
much any man knows, as hc# 
diſtin&tly underſtands, * and 
more: and this is. generally 
much wanted; for men-have}- 
but confuſed imaginations-a-J. 
bour the doctrines, and duticsY 
of Religion, like the fight of hin} 
chat law men. walking Ike : 
| A ——— 


__ concerniny Pzaeachtng, 49 


Trees; their thoughts ' about 
theſe, are like their dreams, 
having nothing in them diſtinct, 
or clear. Hence 1t is that they 

$ underſtand fo little of Religion, 

4 and reaſon fo fooliſhly, and 
$Y injudiciouſly about it. Ir is 
F therefore  needful to ſtare _the 
4 dofrine, or duty we ſpeak of 


in? dearly, and diftinaly , bringing 


1d} it the neareſt way to the under- 


be] fanding, without ambages, and 


ſoF terms of Art, and impertinent 
hcH diſtinEtions ; Trach may be 
no canght plainly without theſe, by 
UF any one that underſtands it well _ 
ve himſelf. Fourchly, your proofs | 
-2-J are ordinarily, from Scripture | 
tics and Reaſon ; Firſt, Proofs Eom : 
un Scripture in things generally 
lik acknowledg'd, are needleſs ; 
_ 04a. epecally 


m _ = ” 4s _ - 


eſpecially when the Bible is ; 
every where full of the truth F 


we aſſert, and the Text contains | 
in ſo many words, to labour | 
in this kind of proof is proving } 
one Scripture by another, and | 
doing little to purpoſe. When Þ 
the matter 1s not i 4 or {0 
-confeſt; this{ort of proof is ſea- F 
lonable, and needful, but then 
we: ſhould not do it only by 1 
numbers, but by weight of &. 
Texts. Few places that are} 
ſtrong, and to the matter im- | 
Fort more than never ſo many | 
that are not pertinent. "There-| 
_ſore_ you ſhould not . prove. by | 
your Concordance but by your 
underſtanding, and judyment.} 
not by the ſound of words, butY: 
by the ſenſcof things. And you 


are 


_ concerning P2eaching. 5 1 
2 are to look upon itas an abuſe 
of Scripture, to heap Texts to 
no purpoſe. 2. Your proots 
from Reaſon ſhould be from 
J acknowledg'd principles ot 
2 mankind, not from prefumpri- 


- F the doubtful opinions of this, or 

J that Philoſopher. Thoſe we 
F may uſe in cvincing the moſt 
$ known truths, and duties of 
I Chriſtianity, both to confirm 
J our ſelves and others in the 
g reaſonableneſs of our Religion, 
f and to convince thoſe Gain- 
by Þ layers that have worn off all re- 
x verence for the ſacred writings. 
1 4 lp Applications there a re 
gcwo extreams, V1i2. tedious Pro- 
Fixity, and roo much conciſe- 
neſs, and Brevity, in the fo r- 
0 $4 mer 


ons, or cuſtomary beliet, -'or © __ 
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mer error. are thoſe, who run. | 


their Applications into nume. 5 
ross, coincident H/es, as of In- | 
formation Confutation, Inſtrubti- | 


; 


1, Reproof, Exhortation, Debor- } 
pak Comfort, Direftion and the : 
like; all which, are reducible} 
—T0 Inference, Idvice” and Motives.” ; 


The Inference contains the. ge-} 
neral truths that ariſe fromthe] 
diſcourſe : the Advice, thoſe ex- | 


hortations, and. Jiactions that! 
concern he practice : * and thel 
Motives afford thoſe conſidera. 


tions whereby the duties are in-| 
forc'd, and-our-indeavours are 


incouraged and excited. _ 
You may inſiſt more. or leſs 
on theſe, as the ſubject may re-1 
quire, only take care, you do 
not tire the Auditors by bring- 


4s 


ing 
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Ting in all things; that are any 
| way reducible to theſe uſes, but 
inſiſt on ſuch as are moſt pro- 
- Y per, and immediate. Fn 
The other extream to be 
J avoided, is too much Brevity in 
Jche Application, which being 


es. Jthedireting and inforcingparr,--—— 


the life of a Sermon lies here. 


ie | So that the hudling up of this 


4 moſt material part i« a few cold 


tf words, betrays as much want 


| of Zeal, as extream tedioul- 


| neſs doth of Judgment. 


"HE Fourth Character -of --— 


Preaching I mention'd 


lefi] is Thar it ſhould be Aﬀectio- 


cA4 nate, The work is the grea- 


{ teſt, and the concernment of it, 


ing to. our ſelves, and to our hear- 


C4 Crs, 
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ers, infinite , ſo rhat it requires | 
the flower and the vigour of our B 
 affetions, and endeavours: and i 
for us to be cold, and heartleſs, | 
in declaring things of ſo valt a | 
- moment, ſuggeſts that we be- | 
lieve not what we ſay : andit } 
cannot be expected, that others Þ 


ll | ſhould be much mov'd by the 
= Preacmings when ;the Preacher | 
ImMRtif fems unconcern'd. | 
_Religion is Zeal, and if men | 

are not earneſt in it, if it hath | 

not the warmth of their affecti- | 

ons, and the ardours of their | 
detire, and loye, ir hath no } 
conſiderable. hold upon them, 


Thele we-muſt endeavour to 1 


p OO 1 + condi a p 
<6 < ——_— . 4 bag bd ants Retry < 
——— aac —_ : 
. _ On ey Fe 


excxe ; they are the ſprings of | 
the Soul, that moye "he Wil I 
and put our powers into Action, | 

"—""*—_ 


concerning Paeaching, 55 
Now the beſt, and molt laſting” 


C affections, areſuch asare raiſed 
g by the underſtanding, and the 


knowledg of our duties, and 
our interelt : So that we {ſhould 


: repreſent the influencing truths. 
$ of the Goſpel, inplainnels, and 
3 conviction in the mind. Bur 
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J generally 'tis only the wiſeſt - 
$ lort whole aftetions are ſtir'd 
J in this nobleſt, and moſt regu- 


lar way : The common p:opte, 
are incapable of much Theory ; 
they have not Souls for muck- - 


10 F knowledge, nor uſually are 


I they moved by this method; Ic 
I will -be hard for you to make 
 Frthem heed Doctrines, though 
Ftbey are never fo worthy, or 
Jimporcaat: their affetions are 


- RY fo | | 
S 7 trailed. 
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raiſed by Agures, and earneſt. | 


neſs and paſſionate repreſentati- 
ons; by the circun EE nces of | 

the yoice, and peſture, an1] 
motion, ſo. that however little | 

you may think theſe, they 
ſl muſt be heeded, and ſuited to! 
| the capacity, andgenius of your | 
hearers. God himſelf doth ſo 
condeſcend , he ſpeaks. in our} 
Language, and in ſuch ſchemes} 
of ſpeech as are apt to excite the | 
aftections of the moſt vulgar, 
and illiterate. St. Paul became! 
all things to all. He became] 
(weak unto the weak, as well as| 
ftrongtotheſtrong : milk mult} 
be given, as well as ſtrong meart.} 
There are indeed a fort of con-# 
ceited weak that are not mov*dl 
but by vain phancies and ſence- 
- 7 al 


1 concerning Paeaching, 57 
it- 7 leſs phraſes, and unintelligible 
U-Y notions, by a rnde loudneſs 
i and apiſh geſtures. and boiſter- 
Jous yiolence ; arid who are ſo 
qualified are the precious Soul- 
Ning men, the teachers they . 
 Fheap upto themlelves : Toſuch._ 
Jhumors, and follics as theſe, we 
Smay not accommodate ; for 
I this is a debaſing the Goſpel ; 'ris 
Jthe putting Religion into a fools - 
Y coat, and an expoling of it to 
Fthe contempt of men of under- 
Iſftanding, and judgment : If 
peoples palates are lo deprav'd —__ 
'5 Frhar they like nothing bur chalk, 
Jandlime, and muſhrooms, we - 
eat. Jmulit do them all the good we . 
-on-Rcan, bur not be concern'd to, 
dv'd pleaſe them in their own Way. | 
nce-FGod mult be pleaſed, and nor 
leſs : men 


| 
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men, he hath no _ in fools ; 


nor can he. <a 0 
0 


and childiſh 


p 
5 


a iſhneſs, 
lly. Let - end be 
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| What it will, we ought to feed, 
our people with wholſome| 
food, and not with traſh, and} 
_ poyſon, though they long never} 
{o much for them : But 'this we 
ought to indeayour, Viz, to give] 
our matter its proper colours,! 


__  - 
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rodhew it in. thar light which! 
may convey it with moſt-ad.) 
vantage into. the hearers hearts, 
and affections. to ſtudy all the 
_warrantable- ways by which 
men ule to be awakened, and 
excited ; and to preſs the truths; 
_ and duties we teach, with 4 
_zeal, and- warmth proportiof 
nable-to-the concernment 0 
them ; taking care to avoid G 
inde 


_y 


ls; | 
{s, b 
be! 
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4 concerning P2eaching, 5 9 
iadecency, and extravagance. 
Thus of the general Characters 


of Preaching, 
OW by what hath been 


diſcourſed divers faults 


in Preaching are reprehended, 
ſome of which I ſhall more par- 


ticularly note, under the follow- 
ing heads. nes 

1. There 1s a certain ſtiffneſs 
in the compolition of many Ser- 
mons, in the which words arc 
ſet, and periods meaſur'd, and 
cadences turned, all which argue 
a. vain endeavour to entertain, 
and pleaſe  conceired hearers, 


4 wichourt deſzgn either to inform 
YIrtiof 


the jadgment, te _ingage the 
will, or to {tir up any devonr 
aftetions, This way 15 painful, 


but 


ow bf 


60 An ESSAY © | 
but the effes- of it are harſh, | 
and forced, and unnatural , that } 
poſſibly may obtain praiſe from | 
ſome 1ll Judges, that have no | 
meaſure either of good preach: | 
ing, or of right ſpeech, when as 
they do no manner of good, bur 
——expolethe Preacher to the dil. | 
eſteem of the Pious and Judici- | 
ous. Whats eaſte and natural * 
1s always beſt, and moſt opera- | 
tive : and things ſo great, and } 
ſo powerful as the matters of 
neligion are in themſelyes, } 
have no need of more than a } 
genuine and proper repreſenta- | 
tion; yea they are debated and } 
hinder'd in their operation by | 
the formality of Elaborate | 
LAINIMAPE.. 
This 15 like faſhions that will 1 
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1 concerning Pzeaching, 61 
Hor laſt, the modes of it vary 

continually ; and what is rare 
JLanguage in one time, 1s 
Fooliſh and ridiculous in ano-_ 
_ Fther : But what is narural and 
Jproper, laſts always; 'tis reli{h'd _ 


76 


& 


—Shaatteimes. © 
-i. | There is another ſort of ſet 
-al IPreachers that are ſo by defect 
ra. Jo parts, they perform nothing 
ad {but with great adoe, and pimp- 
of Ying; and after all, their ſence is 
es, Jmean, and their words lye crols, 
' a Fand untoward, though very 
ra- Januch affected, and brought to- 
nd Jgerher with pain. - "Tis not poſ- 
by | ſible for a man of a clear mind ' 
ite Jand juſt ſence to ſpeak ſo bad 
__ Jupon the ſuddain, as they al. 
i11 4 ways do upon the moſt anxious 
3 ” ; ſtudy : 


ut Jby all judgments, and approv'd 
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{tudy : There isno need to ad-Ja 
vife you to indeavour againſt" 
this defect ; thoſe that labour un-!J\ 
der it might find remedy by J 
ſtudying to have a thorow com-\qÞ 
of all the preachable 
heads of Theology,and due con- F? 
___verſe with the fluent and. eaſic! - 

writers. Hh I 
| Yau do notunderſtand me, 14 
ſuppoſe, in allthis, as if I was Y{ 
againſt mens ſtudy, and. care} 
| about the choiſe, and order. of | 


N 
l 
1 


their words in Preaching, there | 
is much need of this, and the $ 
{uccels depends much upon it-: | J 
but then the thoughts and la-P 
bour, ſhould be to. get ſuch as Þ 
may molt fully and plainly re- P 
preſent our mcaning, and con- F* 
"vey it into the mind with moſt F* 
1 advan- | 


concerning Pzaeaching, 63 
|. Jadvantage ;' ſo that the care of 
{words ought to be to ſpeak 
+-Iwith the moſt natural eaſineſs, 
\y Jand freedom , which (as I noted 
1-Jbefore ) is thetrueſt eloquence, 
le doth molt good, and generally 


3 


]- affects molt. 


| Sum —_ ag» ant 1 —_—_— 


ic} __2- Some Sermons loſe their ---- 


Fcflicacy and force by being too 
| Fall, and cloſe.  Fullnels of 
25 ence, and compactneſs of wri- 

re $iog are real excellencies, and 
of Puch as fall ro few mens ſhare : 
rc Fhiey are very proper, and ta- 
ie King in diſcourſes, to the ' wiſe 
-: Eſpecially, -in matters of T he: 
a- Ply. and Speculation : Bur the | 
as Þearers of Sermons . are mixt 
e- Þeople, among whom uſually 
1- There are very few of ſo much 
{t Fagacity and attention, as to be 


a 


a- | EE. able 
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able tocomprehend, and to £0 | 


£1 
OY 
"31 
E573 
% 
T4 
+) 
= 


along with a judicious, exactly] 

,pena'd Diſcourſe : Whoever? 

would edifie them, muſt dilate, 

and repreſent the ſame things $ 

111 different lights and colours ;! 
* There is a certain laxneſs of 
—#tyle that-is neceſſary for them : 
 forthatwill enter the mind and} 
move the affeCtions in one way, 
that will not in another. And 
indeed it is painful to men ot} 
' parts, to keep their thoughts} 
even with the current of a full, 
and cloſe Sermon; the judg-! 
ment and underſtanding even} 
of ingenious and judicious} 
Auditors cannot goto falt as the! 
tonone of the ſpeaker; andj 
therefore a competent diffuſe. 
neſs of ſtyle is acceptable ro 
them} 
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\ concerning PaeAching, 65 
70 Fhem alſo. Hence it is that men 
y Jof fame for Preaching generally 
2r Jucceed worſt . upon the molt 
e, Yolemn occaſions, for which 
75 Hthey have labour'd moſt. We 
 . $do not love to have our minds 


of Ykepr till upon the ſtrerch, and 


| 1 ro + e- Over: power” d -with 0 E I 


d Jneſs. You know what M. Cowley 
y, Jſaith of Wir in Poetry, | 
dS Rather than all be Wit let none 
ot * be there. 

t5Y1 will not go fo far m this ſub- 
11, je, bur certainly there may be 
g-Jroo much here : You have ob- 
2nJlervd to me how little the. 
usF ſtrongeſt, and acuteſt Univer- 
heF ſity Sermons edifie in ordinary 
1d Congregations ; this I take to be 
e-J2 main reaſon of it. Indeed 
Jupon ſome occaſions, in a few 
| Audito- 
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Auditories, a man may ſtudy b 
conciſeneſs ; but he ought nogþr 
to- take it-for a meaſure of 
preaching : as the people will! 
not indure this, ſo no preacher} 
can hold it. "Than; 1s I confelsFe 
a looſneſs in ſpeaking that is! 
_. very—nauſeous and - offenfiveFi 
- fo the judicious, when menFc« 
dwell upon the ſame things, andF a 
have lttle, or no ſence in a! 
. multitude of words; this is hel lc 
| extream on the other hand, andY] 
it ariſeth from want of judg-| 
ment and invention. _ Iv 
. Another fault I have ob. l 
EE in ſome Sermons is defor-J! 
heights, and falls, elo-J| 
—_ and. ſordidneſs; wit, I! 
_.and-no ſence; this 1s the fauirt I: 
of Collectors, "that make noſe-J 1 


82Y*] 


A - concerning Pzeaching, 67 
Þays, and pick a picce out of 
dÞne Author, and a piece out of 
oÞnother , ſo that the whole is a 
oFnedly of different things ill 
illSningled. To avoid this you 
erJnuſt be maſter of a fullneſs of 
ef Jence, that is your own, and 
is $yhen you make uſe of any no- 


veFions you mect with in your © | 


enSeading, you ſhould form them 
ndÞccording to your own way of 
aFexprefling, and not tye your 
heFelf to the words of the Author : 
ndJThey ſhould be digeſted into | 
p-Fyour ſtore of thoughts, as the 
Frarious juyce of flowers is by 
b. Jche induſtrious Bee; and fo 
2r-Jmade uniform and. agreeable ; 
o-J] mean not the uniformity of 
ic, $Þomogenious, but of organical © 
11tJoodies, in Which all the parts, _ 
e-J though 


'S J I 


though of different nature, hav 


a proportion, and conſpire toe 
make up the beauty and ufetul$ 
neſs of the whole. The doCtrine! 
chat are for information of ma: 
rurer judgments, ſhould be exi 
reſled with a ſtrength in the 
byle, ſuirable to the height of 
_——rthemarter; and fuch as are fot! 
_ the direfting and exciting theÞ 
meer populace, with an eale 
and familiarity that is proportio/ 
ned to the ſubject, and capaciÞ 
- ties of ſuch heaters.” 3 
4. There is a ſort of wittici 
zimg which ſome uſe in PreachF 
ing, that by all means-is-to bÞ 
avoided; the ſubjects of Sermon 
are grave and molt fcrious, angh 
ought to be ſuitably handled Ft 
_ weareto ſpeak as the Oracles off 
Gol 


* concerning Pyeathing, 69 


yod, and as becomes his _ 
ters, and Ambaſſadors ; and how 
ulSbſurd would it be for perſons. 


$f that Character from Tempo- 
Fal Princes, to deliver their 


F 
Sncſlage in juggles and quibbles, 
h&n witticiſms, and flouriſhes. 


$1ow much more is it ſo m thole 
fo@hat ſpeak” front the King of © 
hGlcaven, in the moſt important 
ſcFconcerns of the ſouls of men : 
oY This is fooliſhneſs of Preaching 
xciÞndecd; tis - not ſpeaking in 
S$nans wiſdom, but in childrens - 
iciolly : a way of crifling that is 
chÞelpicable in all ſubjects, much 
b@nore in ſuch :_ It is a _propha- 
onnation of holy things, and 


ngmockery upon Religion. And 


d$were to- be wilthed that the 


; {Governors of che Church would 


EE _ chaſtiſe 
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chaſtiſe ſuch Foplins. This with p 
is more reprehenſible than the} q 
directeſt non-ſence; for this is} Þ 
Weakneſs, that is Aﬀectation.Þ 
Fools by nature are to be pitried, ||: 
but thele artificial ones deſerveſ! 
(corn, and ſevere'puniſhmenr. | 
I cannot forbear ſpeaking thus! 
warmly-upon-this occaſion: It} 
would move any mans indigna- | 
tion that hath any ſence of Re-}} 
ligion, to ſee 'men play with ita 
at this rate. And to hear ſuch i 
whifflers applauded, (as ſome- 
times it happens ) tor brave 'þ 
Preachers, would turn any man's yt 
ſtomach, that hath any grain of | 
underſtanding : Ic is as if childiſh fc 
Declaimers thould be cryed up || 
for mighty Oratours , and Mor- $9 
- ris-dancers for the moſt accom: i 
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ff pliſh'd of mankind. Theſe are 
1 quite beſides the bufineſs of 
| Preaching, they defign to! gra- 
fi tifie the vain and wanton pa- 
lates, which ought to | be. re- 
: { prov'd. They feed with muſh- 


Rt 
# 


. 4 rooms, and hauguſts, and empty 


{For rather with weeds and 
I netrles. | 

1 I do not by this reprehend 
$all Wir whatſoever in Preach- 
h Ring, nor any thing that is truly. 
:- ſuch : Fortrue Wir is a perfeCti- 
eRion in our faculties, chiefly in 
's fithe underſtanding, and imagi- 


” concerning Pteaching; CITY 


s|I diſhes, ſet out with flowers, _ E 


ot Rnation ; Wit in the underſtan- + 


(1 Reing is a {agacity to find-out the 
1p fpature, relations, and conlſe- 
r-| quences of rhinos ; Wit-in the © 
n-Þmagination, is a quickneſs in 


ho 
,- 
: 
* 
bd 
Fa 
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_ the phancy to give things pro-| 
per Images; now che more of} 
theſe is in Sermons, the more off 
judgment and ſpirit, and life: 
a without Wir of thefe kinds 
Preaching is dull, and unedify.! 
ing. T Preacher ſhould? 
indeavour to ſpeak ſharp, and: 
— quick thoughts, -and tofet them! 
Out in lively colours : a l 
|proper, grave, and manly wit 
but the other, that which con4 
_ fiſts in inverſions of ſentences} 
and playing with words, an] 
the like,is vile and contemptibld a 
fooling. In 
____LThave this to advertiſe mort 

andee this head, that even thi 
Wit that is true, that may bl 
_ uſed, and ought to be endes 
yourd, ſhould not ; be hunrte 


att rel 


Fa a. as. | FOE i ls LANs 


x concerning Preaching, 73 
after out of the road. A man in 
I 2 journey will nor 'run over 
{Y hetlges ro gather flowers; and 
:J the Preacher is much to blame 
LJ that forfakes the direct courſe of 
v.J his matter to fetch in notions, 
IJ and: elegancies; ſuch as are 
10Y grave, and pertinent; and lie 


8F his phancy a ranging, and beat- 

itH ing abroad after them, is folly, 
4 and afteQation. ; 

es Bur Fifchly, There is a vice in - 

; Preaching quite oppolite ro this, 

J and that Þ a certain road-dul- 

J neſs, and want of wit. There 


J nothing but what is obvious to 
J cvery vulgar conceit , nothing | 


debut what they take up from 


J are a fort of Preachers that ſay 


nreFcommon talk, that ſpeak no 


i D'z thoughts ; 


Th AM MSTAY | 
thoughts, have no vivacity in } 
matteror ſtyle; who teach you 
nothing, excite. you not at all, Y 
whatever they deliver is flight, } 
luperficial, and - unthought. F 
This flatnels ſhews want of un- ! 
derſtanding, want of Divinity, | 
þ or want of conſideration of Re- } 
8 —ligious matters. _The-way_to J 
avoid. it is for the Preacher to J 
form'clear, diſtinct conceptions F ? 
of all the heads of Theology Y” 
(DoCtrines and Duties) to think} 4 
them well into his own mind, 
to digeſt and make himſelf ma- © 
{ter of them; not to content]. 
_ kimſelf with che learning of J's 
memory, _and_the ſayings of F 
Authors, bur by deep and preg-F®' 

nant meditation to form his con-j 
ceptions, to:confider things, and} py 
———J06- 


cconcernins P2eaching. 75 
to,ma ke obſervations upon the 
$ paſſions and aftions of men, to 
q dothis will require Philolophy ; 
J and without it a man cannot. 
J dcfine, cannot diſtribute con- 
| I ceprions into their right places, 


I cannot ſpeak intelligently, and 
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3} for want of this it 1s, that there 
«Tis ſo much heavinels and weak- 
neſs. in ſome mens Preaching : 
Bur of this I may have an occa- 
tion to ſpeak further in what is 
' Fro follow. 
1r4 6. Another fault to be noted, | 
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of $5 2 delultory ſort of skipping, | 
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I intothe bottom of things: and- —- 


From one thing ro anocher, wich- | __- 


gout following any thing home. | 


4 4 = 


\n.aihe Sermons of ſome conſiſt 


naÞ!together in little remarks, and 


-oÞretty notes, and ſtrain'd obſer- 
1 D 3 Vations:. 
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rations. Theſe propoſe no 
main buſineſs ro purſue, but Y 
touch abundance of things ' ſu- | 
perficially and ſlightly : fo that | 
no body is taught, none edihied : Þ 
when the Sermon is done, *ris 

loſt, and no one almoſt can tel} 
_— what-itwas-about. _ The con-J 
rrary way to this is tobe choſen, | 
which 1s always to propoſe 
fome chiet deſtgn, and to pur- 
fue thar fully in the do@rinal | 
and practical parrs of ir, at leaſt 
ſo far as it is neceſlary for the! 
| needs of the hearers. This you} 
_ſhould endeavour always ; viz; 
to_do right to. che ſubject you 
undertake, that the people may! 
( if they pleaſe) underſtand it 
better, and have before theirs 
Eyes the proper motives andfg 
— ——- directions 
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concerning Preaching, 77 


dire&ions to praQtiſe according 


it Y ro 1t. 


7. I obſerve in fome mens 


JI Preaching a certain ſordidneſs, 
I which though 1gnorant people 


DO O 


I may like as plain, and familiar 
' ags, 
.Jliarity as b 


yet "tis ſuch a fami- 


) 


Jcorous and becoming. - Such 
eicferate, and ſhock all men of in--- 
.ndJgenious ſence, and they cannot. 
on 


D-4 | hear: 


he 


egets contempt, Such ___ 
I is the uſe of r_ Proverbs, 
Jand homely Timilitudes, and 
J rude and clowniſh phraſes: 
I Theſe arc indecencies of ſpeech, 
Jand misbecoming the reverence 
Ithar is due to ſolemn diſcourſes 
Jand facred ſubjeRs, and thoſe 

who can be guilry of them have _ 
Ja certain clowniſhneſs of Soul, 

that hath no taſte of what is de- 
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hear ſuch ſtuff without Arink 


ing and bluſhing for the Prea fd 


cher. - Plainneſsis the beſt Cha 
racter of Speech, eſpecially inf 
a Sermon, but not that which 
is Blunneſc, this degenerates}]: 
Into, ſordidneſs, and ruſti-: 
_ city. 


"Having thus treated” of the 1 


matter and ſtyle of Sermons, [ 


{hall nexr ſpeak of the main, 


circumſtances of Preaching, 
which-eoncern- the Foice and 


the AFion. 


© 1.” The /oice ſhould belively} 
*and earneſt , but without ani 
(er, or affeted tone. Ic ſhoul; I 
"vary as the matter doth; and 
may have its riſings, and Calls] 
it you take careto an the ex 
_kreams of. exceſlive loudnels ink 
nc ; 


concerning - Pzeaching. 7g; 


ky ſome periods, and as unfit low- 
A nels in others: You ſhould avoid. 
Jadroning dutneſs of ſpeech Oſt 
Jthe one hand, which thews un- 
Jconcernment, and want of 
e:zeal ; and a boiſterous noiſe on. 
ti-Ythe other, which argues rude- 
- Roels, and want of modeſty, and: 
hmanners. Fn] 
1 2. As tothe circumſtance of. 
gA4ton, there are:two extreams. 
: abour it. Some are mimical, - 
phantaſtical, and violcatintheir 
Snotions , this is rude and irre- 
erent: others in oppoſition 
Mand like images, and Preach. 
I vichour any 1 motion at all ; this 
nd $s ſtupid and unnatural. When. 
11:3 man ſpeaks about things of 
ex - Fonlequence, K concern'd him- _ 


cf, and would have others be 
| Dy; fl; 


nef 
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"poxtioned. action.” God hath 


quence; it is neceſſary tothe | 


any grounds of reaſon, bur from 1 
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{p, he cannot ( without. great 
vio'ence ) but uſe ſome pro- 


CR 0 


- 


SOT IIND? > Fs 


Y es as. Tl. Leah. ind do. 


made us ſo that we mult exprels | 
 ctir:inward reſentments-by out- |} 
(ward agitations; and the mo. |} 
'tion is allowed, and much ſet |] 


y, by. all the maſters of Elo. | 


- \'&3 
VIS 
"DH 


» rl 
orace of ſpeaking, and hath a 
conſiderable ſhare in the. influ. 
ence on the hearers, who are |! 
moved by the. Eye as well as by |! 
che. Ear. So that motionleſs |} 
ſpeaking is ſenſelefs, and unna- 
eural. Jt was never taken upon} 


the reſtraint. of Notes, or an\ 
humor of oppoſition. of they 


_ other extream ; and is as. bad a} : 


ene. it ſelf, Some motion is}. 


I 


I thew 
4 and moderate motion, as the 
4 matter ſhall require, and ſuch _ 
- 4 as 15 free and-natural, without 
3 conſtraint, or affectation.; 


_ concerning "Pyeaching, $1. 


requiſite, the care muſt be to - 


$ govern it ſo that it may be. 
I qty and decent ; not a vio- 


ent «arm and diftortion of 


ole body , bur a ſutable 


F you now enquire - what: 
} way 1sto be taken for the ac- 


4 quiſition of the faculty of. ready. 
q Preaching. I ſhall give you. 
] my opimion in ſome advices, 
4-premiling tothem, -that TI as 


'w, 


4 poſe the knowledg of Philoſo4 
1] phy, Languages, Hiſtory, and"\ 


a competent Acquaintance with | 


the moſt ſubſtantial writings of . 


4 the Ancient and Modern Di-- 


VINES... 


> n—_—_ 


ae well inſtructed, and have {$ 


* which, 


{__ to.ſettle in your mind the genu- | 


_ meditation on. each. head, and | 


areregbergaraalorrwarwauany 


. I” x 
SS 
Hf 


> Ttintly in your thoughts, and |! 
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8&2 An ESSAY | 
v.ines. In alltheſe I know you. | 
a due {ence and reliſh of Religi- 


en upon your own Soul, which | 
is the. chief preparation : After || 


ts © Mu e.\ f% |—_— > | (99 we | 


(1.) You ſhotld indeavour |: 


ine Notion of all the. Doctrines | 
and Duties of Religion, not © 
contenting your ſelf with ge- 
neral- and wandring conceprti- | 
ens,. or ſuch as you findin your |} 
memory, from the Books you || 
have read, but enter into.cloſe 


lodge: things clearly and. di-|| 


\ [4 
by that means make them your | 
own.. If. you are thus maſter l 
af yaur ſenſe, you will thereby | 


CG þ. 


f ISY ian p—Y a_— - am__ | KY 


1 concerning P2eaching, 8; 
| be enabled ro (ſpeak readily 
and diſtintly upon all occa- 
4 ſions; for want of expreſſion, 
Rand clearneſs in peaking 
 Qariſech generally, from defect 
Jof meditation, and clear think- 
24 -(2-)-Be much1n the-reading, © 
4 and ſtudy of the Scriptures , this 
t I will furniſh you with matter 
- Nt for Proof, for Direction, and 
- |} for Inforcement; it will give 
r || your ſtyle a tinCture that will 
u | render it more acceptable to the 
q Pious, and more forcible upon 

all: andtheretore by all means 
1- | colle& and digeſt in your mind, 
1 the Texts that are proper. for 
ur every Doctrine, and for every 
er Duty ; and keep a conſtant re. 
dy 1 poſlitory af them in your memo-- 
bc ; | _ TYz 
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by 
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men :- This will inſenſibly lead fi 
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| whole Body of "Theology in| 
that courſe, hll-up each ſabjec 


as utorrent II TIED A PEST EIS EASY TARS 


24 Ai ESSAY _ | 
ry ; that they may be always at | 
(3+) Converſe with the | 
writings of the praQtical, pu : 
ling, awakening Divines ; thoſe Þ 
that ſpeak moſt naturally and | 
lively, and moſt to the Souls of | 


ou to, and beget in you that! 
ſore of Pulpit-Eloquence. |: 
(4.) In your firſt beginnings | 
write Sermons well Judyes, i 
well confider'd, upon every 
Preachable Head : Go over the 


7 6 Fed 


- 


SOOT EP ro A Re on oa 


with a juſt Diſcourſe ; ſaying|þ 
all the proper material things} 


' you can upon each Argument. * 


(5-) Make your ſelf perfect} * 
Makſker| 


J concerning P2eaching. 35 
- 1 Maſter of- your Sermons, get { 
 & them fully 1nto. your memary, 8*© 
Jand indeavour to keep them- 
J there : This is indeed painful, 

: [4 but 'tis a labour that I reckon 
neceſlary in the beginning, and 
fuch as will beger facility and 

q eaſe, inthe futurecourſe of your 
q Miniſtry. 

( 6.) Preach conſtantly, in- 
dulge not your eaſe, but fer your 
ſelt ro your work, and reckon 
upon it asa thing that muſt be 
done, without unneceſlary in- 
rernuſtions; conſtant practice 
begets habits, and without this 
the faculty. will never be _at- 
tain'd. If you Preach only now 
and then, a {et or (olemn Ser- 
mon, and do not exerciſe in a 
a} continued courſe, it will be (till. 
= _, > 


* 


Sg tn bs now ee ro Es 
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| -_T Have thus given you my. 's 
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an hard and difhcult task. to | 
you : but frequency will render þ 
the wark eaſe to be perform'd '| 
by yourſelf, and what is ſo will | 
- be-more eaſie to be underſtood 1 


by the hearers. 


=, WOaGE © 
od) 9 Eft Ie 


JF Ideaof Preaching. If you | 
now ask me what Entertain- |} - 
ment Sermons of this ſort uſe to. 
have, It is here as inthe caſe of |} 
Books,ad captum Ltoris — I ob- Þ 
fery'd to you in the beginning, I). 

that the hearers are of extream- 
tF different forts, capacities, and: 
_ expectations: They come to Þ 
hear for different ends, and fo |} 
are pleaſed, or otherwiſe, as þ 
they are gratitied, or diſap- Þ 
pointed, Some to be enter-|| 
. tain'd Þ 


1 concerning Pzeaching, $7 
q tain'd by fine language, and 
q witty ſentences; having no de- 
q ſign of being inſtructed in any 
; - the Dofctrines or Duties of 
q Religion , they have no bulineſs 
q for that knowledge: They 
4 come to Sermons with the lame 
J appetites and inclinations, _ as. 
q they go to ſee, and hear Plays; - 
q ſuch will by no means like your 
q Preaching in this way, it hath 
7 nothing 1n it to their purpole 
. Þ and the hearing things ſo little 
- |! ſurable as principles of Spiri- 
|| cual Xa 3 arid inforce- 
4|}-ments-of Religious practice, is 
g |} tedious to them , ſo that if chey 
1 cannot ſleep, they will talk a- 
'« | Way the time : An hour ſo ſpent 
,_ |} 15 intolerable, You arc never 
. |} ike ro have reputation for a 
4 | = =. Freacner 


tris ps ties PF, D0 Yu 


GRE Dang 


__the phraſes to which they haveſÞ 


- hath no yain unintelligible-no- 


" without ſence : and theſe are fo 


-nius, that you can expect no-P 


88 An FESSAY | 
Preacher among ſuch. Another 
ſort of hearers are very contra-{ 
ry to theſe ; they have a greath 
zeal for Religion, but then their 
heads are full of falſe images, 
and phantaſtick © principles: 


they love to have every thing inſ 


been accuſtomed,and according pa 
ro the phancies they have cnter-| 
tain'd; ſo that your plainneſs, 
and ſ{1mpliciry of "a. te will 
not edife with them ; it wants 
the life and power, and ſpiritu-| 
ality of Preaching; thar is, ir 


gures, Or words 


tions, no odd fig 


given up to the admiration of 
the Teachers of their own Ge: 


rang 


| concerning Pxeaching, 89 
erſthing but to be contemn'd by 
a-Whem as a Preacher of a low 
arſ@ifpenſation, and one that is 
ir ſnacquainted with the ſpiritu- 
5 (plities, and myſteries of the 
; : Goſpel. Yea, which you will 
inÞþ vink very ſtrange, 'ris odds but 
veſichar chey accuſe your. plainneſs . 
1 as unintelligible, and pretend 
r- they cannot underſtand you, 
s, becauſe you ſpeak ſenſe in genu- 
11 ine, proper - words, without 
ts fooliſh aftefations, or phan- 
1-Rtaſtick Notions. Thus I know 
icfitthappens ſometimes to the 
>-ficleareſt Preachers, who make © 
dj Plainneſs their meaſure, and 
ſo delign, and who have a great 
ofÞ faculry in rendring things caſie, 
e-|} and intelligible , whereas thoſe 
5-Þ} that cant in words withour 


; 


on - lence: 


F; 


__ them, whereas being not uſed Þ 


90 An ASSAY 
lence (which neither the ſpea-ſh 
kers themſelves underſtand, no:&h 
any wiſe man can) are takenſſ 
by thoſe People for the only 
Plain Preachers. The reaſon 
of which is this, they have been 
uſed to a ſet of words and phra-W 


ſes, which they continually 


: 
therefore though they never had a 
any :diſtin&t meaning convey'd ſt 
totheir minds by them, yet ule ly 
having made them familiar, p 
they doubt not, but that they a 
fully comprehend the ſence of ſc 
c 
c 
? 
; 
[ 


to found matter and plain Þ 
{peaking,”- theſe are looked on 
| as ſtrange and -hard things, Þ 

which their prejudice and their | 
 dulnels cannoteahily admit. ; 
— TN ; 


_ concerning Pzeaching, 91 
Now theſe two ſorts make 
a-ſſup, the. greateſt part of thoſe 
or hat lead the vulgar judgments, 
enfland under the condemnation of 
heir ſentence you mult fall. 
So that it. is not very often in 
this Age, that the, true plain | 
Preaching is popular, you mult 
Ibe content - to hear affected | 
ITriflers, and Ignorant Canters 
Japplanded as the Rare men, 
he excellent Preachers, to 
which all others muſt _ give 
place : while the ſubſtantia], 
fand cruly' learned ones are either 
{ diſliked, or but indifferently 
Ceſteem'd. Ic doth I confels re- 
- much patience to hear 
E tolly, and non-ſ{ence applauded, 
| withour contradicting thoſe 
| perverſe judgments : but in our 
g CIrcUm- 


os AO ESSAY — 
circumſtances this often muſt be 
quietly boron. *Twill I hope 
be enough to you, as it is ro al 
good men ; that the wiſe ani 
cruly religious judge of theſe 
things as they are. And what} 
ever the opinion of vain andf}© 
ignorant perſons may be of the| 
. _ Preaching T have deſcribed, it 
will (I hope) if performed un 
ſincerity, have the approbationſ} 
of God, and the acceptance, and 
acknowledgments of all Piou 
and good men; and all the 
werld firſt or laſt, will be of 
their mind, _ 
_ — Þ have thus -offer'd you i } 
ſcheme of my thoughts about * 
this part of your work : youj ' 
ſee itis like to be yery difficult | 
and laborious ; but the reward} | 


concerning Pxeaching, 93 
bflof a faichful diſcharge of this 
peſgduty (in the other world) are in- 
i/\Rfnite : Upon theſe you muſt 
affix your thoughts, and from 
fftheſe draw your incourape. 
Ements : Bur from the preſent - 
fexpeRt bur little. You are 
Jentring I underftand, upon a 


inf) will be ſure there to have buſi- 
Y neſs enough, and encouragements 
$ you will have, if you can beſa- 
_ cisfied (as you ought to endea- 
| vour ) with che pleaſure of doing 
{ well; bur if you look for inge- 
{ nuity, acknowledoments . of 
1Þ your labours, worldly advan--- 
1} tages, or as much as your juſt _ 
vj} rights, you will find your ſelf 
miſtaken. As to this laft parti- 
{$1 cular I had an occaſ1on, not long 
;  fince 


-Þ charge ina great Town: You 
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diſappointment, by ſending youſ 
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give you but the ſhort hints. : 
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ſince to repreſen the preſent ſtateſlg. 
of Miniſters, in Corporations and ur 
great Towns, in a Letter to a 
Member of Parliament. I may 
haps deli 7ou het; 
perhaps deliver you from the; 
trouble of ſome lurpriſe, and{; 


that account, which therefore IÞ 


N obedience to your Commanas, | bs 
have ſent you a brief account of th: 
ſtate of the preſent Clergy in Corporati-I | 


ONS, as far as | uuderſtand it 5 and | " 


have had competent knowledge and ex-Wii 
perience in this matter. 'Tis an affair off g 


 weighty,and ſad conſjderation,and would ; 


=> 


require a greater fulneſs of diſcourſe 5 but ; 


21 
The maintenance of Miniſters in great ; 
Towns is either by the voluntary Sub-Wl ; 
ſcriptions of the Pariſhioners, or by | 
Stated Dues; which are either OldNtt © 


& 


RatcsB 


07 
. 
Z 
4 


concernme Pzeaching. 95 
IRates. 0» the Houſes, or Small Tythes 
and Offerings. = To 
The maintenacce by Voluntary Sub- 
E (criptions # very precarious and uncer- 
$ tain < little or none comes from the pro- 
_ feſt Diſſenters ; and among others is 
Y ſubje@ to be withdrawn upon every pet, 
Tor diſpleaſure, taken either from a cloſe 
1 reproof, or an ungrateful Dodrine : and 
1 what a life ſuch a dependence on the hu- 
[mrs of the Peoplein ſuch an Age as this © 
þ i, and what the con EQUENICES of it arc, 7s 
Y very eaſte to be underſtood. _— 
*M The fiated dues by Old Rates or: 
1-9 Heuſes are very ſmall, holding no propor- 
IR tion with thevalue; or with thoſe jet by 
$ 47 of Parliament on the Houſes in Lon- 
J don © They are difficult, and troubleſome 
Wl to be colleGed, and amone the poor, and 
s meaner ſort, which in all Towns are « | 
$9 confiderable number, they are loſt ;, for 
} the Miniſter cannot either in Charity or 
s with Credit, make it a buſineſsto contend 
L-If with them for things ſmall in particu» 
by q lars, though great to kim in groſs. 
Id 8 The Houſes of New Ere@jon, are 


'S 
in 2 COMM 


96 4 ESSAY 
commonly unrated, and pay nothing, 
The Small Tithes, which are the chit 
maintenance belonging to ſome Tonn, 
are reduced to very little: the Diſſenter, 
many, if not moſt of them, abſolutely re 
fuſe payment : The reſt, for the majo 
part, are not brought to reckon for thoſ: 
dues, without great trouble, and lon;; 
waiting 5when they do account, "tis (fa 
the moſt ) very deceitfully and falſly, co: 
cealing what ſtock, they keep, or baffling 
_ the Miniſters with twenty ſiudied pre 
tenſions and evaſtons; which are wer; 
hard for him to diſprove, unleſs he ſhouli 
wake it his whole bulineſs to look aft 
thewr. FN 
Offerings, which in great Towns wertÞll 
oi wh conſiderable, are now ſcar 
any thing; for generally not one in fruit * 
will onn any ſuch due, ſo that the Mini- 
fter muſt diſpute when ever he claims Li 
- right, and commonly without effe@, onlf 
men, who are fi by Will and net byÞ 
Conſcience :- Thoſe that do acknowled:Þ 
it, pay uncertainly, if at all. 
' The preſent ways of recovery of thejef| x 
| 


duc } 


concerning Pzaeaching. 97 
dues are chargeable, and ſcarce effeFual 
at laſt, The Refuſers uſually will not 
appear when cited to Biſhops Comrts, and 
[to run them up to Excommunication, 
when the debt they are cited for is very 
mall, in particulars, looks odiouſly or 
the Miniſters part. And if they are Ex- 

J communicated they will ſtand ſs without” 
J taking notice of it, except they are pro- 


to Capiendo, which is chargeable to 
I the proſecutor, and ſounds harſtly: and 
when they are taken up, many of then 
will lie by it, and ſo all the charge and 
E trouble 3s loſt : and the Miniſter gets 
nothing but the name of a Perſecator 
after all. 
S The way by Treble Damage will not 
quit coſiyfor ſmall dues. The way by the 
"Ix Exchequer comes to Gaol too at laſt; and: 
"9 if the Priſoner be not willing to pay, or 
Jj J lie in cloſe durance, he fees the Gaol- 
vp keeper, and goes in and out as hepleaſeth. 
4 So that generally, the livings in Cor- 
je _ porations are Pm from what they were: 
"Wt before our unhappy troubles a thirtl part” 
$ 2 at: 


LS 


YL couted to the Writ- de Excommunica- _ ___ 


g%& -» 4M ESSAY 
at leaſt, in their value. But the work, 
aud difficulties are as mich inceaſt, 
Preaching twice every Lords day isxvery 
where expedcd, and not omittcd witheut 
great offence, and advantage eiven if 
Diſſenters. More private diligence i 
needed, for the convincing Gain-ſayers Ki ; 
and diſabuſing the miſ-led 5 for ile 
confirming the weak, and ſetling the. 
watering 3 which-is above half our work, | 
_ added by. the malignant temper of the 
ge, and as neceſſary as any of the cn-M,; 
Jojr'd offices. F 
_ i#Frcther ſuch maintenance, and ſuch 
cireamſtauces of livelihood, be ſufficient Þ ,; 
i enconragemeut for men who have ſpent p 
ll. their whole time, their money, and their 
| 
| 
| 


pains, to fit them for the publick ſervice |; 
of the Church, whether I ſay theſe be en- 
uraging invitations for ſuch to leave 
their quiet babitations in the Univerſity, Þ 
ard to put themſelves into troubleſonie Þ 
and uneaſee buſineſs ; whether ſuch main- 
terance be ſufficient to enable them to re- Þ 
. -liewe the Poor, who will be ſure to call at | 
lit. their doors, to keep Hoſpitality, and to 


provide 
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"I provide for their Families, topay taxes 

Wl and payments, Firſt Fruits, Tenths, 

/ Bl Procurations, Paſchal Rents, Poor - 
'B Rates, Tithing Rates, &c. I« which 
' Bl they are ſure to paythe utmoſt 5, toenable 
"I item to repair and keep in tolerable con- 
» I dition their old, and ruin'd Houſes, and 
Bw maintain a Reader or Aſſiſtant, which 
lx neceſſary in great places to perfornt 


| may not be able always to attend. Theſe 

I thines IT hope the wiſdom and juſtice of 
the Parliament will in due time coni;cler, 

| and! take ſonre care for the improving 

| this ſw] maintenance, either after the 
| PaBEerH of what th: y have dune for Lor- 
don, cr otherwiſe 5 and ſo to order mais 
I tes, as that they may receive their ducs 
I without ſo much trouble and wexatior, 
_ of which they ſiall be ſureto have enough, 
| Ee 

| Þ;ttis conrje I am perſuaded the Credit 
_ an ſafety of te Proteſtant Religion 
© jt ay be promoted, the bleſſing of God ob- 
| luind, and our other intcreſts better - 


o. | eſtabliſtt; | 


Ss = 


Gm offices, which the Miniſter himſelf = 
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100 Ar ESSAY 
"His is the brief of the caſe 


_ of which in ſome particu- 


. Jars of it, .I doubt you will have} 


large or pan ce ; thereforearm 


your ſel 


tertainment .it finds here; and 
upon the hopes of theſe,we muſt 
endeavourto live ( as we moſt 


comfortably may ) till we arrive 


at the World of juſt retribution. 


- 


Ape 7. line 15. for Sermons read Sermon. p.- 29.1, | 
= 
read :nforte. 3.-P. 58. 1. 14. for turned read tarer, pi 
66, |. 17. for Deformity-read Difformity. P+ 69+ 1.6 


16. for 3. 6. read 1. P: 37-1. 10.11. for enforce. 3: 


for juggles read jungles, -- 


with Courage and Pa-W|: 

tience, and reſolve to do your 
_ duty however you are treated : | 

— This will be-fure-to meet re-M| 
wards elſewhere, whatever en. 


